
Session 2 - Righteousness Received, not Achieved 
 
OVERVIEW:  

In this lesson, we’ll talk about ways we often misuse the law, by seeing it as a way to 
earn God’s favor, or make us better than other people. 

Often as Christians, we default into a works-based mindset. While we would all readily 
affirm that we’re saved by grace alone through faith in Christ, we seem to believe the lie that our 
standing before God after salvation is somehow determined by our moral performance. In this 
lesson, we’ll examine the ways we fall into that mindset, and think through how we can view our 
standing before God more accurately. 

 
Definitions: 
Legalism - Attempting to earn God’s favor by being a good person 
Justification/Justified - Being declared righteous by God, on the basis of Christ’s perfect life as 
our Substitute 
 
Talk about it: 

1. Based on what we know about the gospel, how does God view us if we are Christians? 
Because of Christ’s righteousness given to us, we are innocent and blameless before 
God. He sees us as perfect children, forgiven of all our sin. 

2. But do you ever feel like you still have to earn God’s approval, or that God is always 
frustrated and disappointed with you? 
If we’re honest, this is oftentimes our default. 
 

I. Right standing with God is not earned 
 
Read it: 

Romans 7:6 
“But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that 

we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.” 
 
Comment: 

This verse tells us that as Christians we are no longer under the Law, because Christ 
has died and our self has died with him, so we are now freed from trying to measure up to a 
certain standard of righteousness. 
 Instead of serving “in the old way of the written code,” we now “serve in the new way of 
the Spirit.” We’ll now turn our attention to the idea of Legalism vs. Freedom. 
 
 
Read it: 
As you read the following passage, underline the prayer of the Pharisee 

Luke 19:9-12 



“He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and treated others with contempt: 10 ‘Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’’’” 
 
Talk about it: 

1. According to verse 9, what kind of audience did Jesus tell this parable to? 
Legalists. They “trusted in themselves…” and their legalism led to pride, they “treated 
others with contempt.” 

2. What do you notice about the Pharisee’s prayer? 
He’s pridefully self-absorbed with his own “righteousness” 

3. What is this Pharisee placing his confidence in? 
His own moral performance (v. 11-12) 

4. In what ways do we sometimes resemble this Pharisee? 
Too often, we base our standing before God on our own moral performance, thinking 
that when we “do well,” God is happy with us, and when we “do bad,” He’s frustrated 
with us. 
Leaders, consider asking your students to raise their hand if they find themselves 
thinking like this Pharisee at times. This will create a moment of honesty and openness 
amongst your students. 

 
Read it: 
As you read the following passage, underline the prayer of the tax collector 

Luke 19:13-14 
“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat 

his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner! 14 I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the 
one who humbles himself will be exalted.’” 
 
Talk about it: 

1. What do you notice about the tax collector’s prayer? 
He’s humble. He acknowledges his need for mercy, meaning he knows he’s a sinner 

2. What is this tax collector placing his confidence in? 
The mercy of God. He realizes his sin, and places his hope entirely on God’s mercy. 

3. What was the result of the tax collector’s humble request? 
He was justified (saved) because he looked to God’s mercy rather than his own 
righteousness. 

4. How can we better resemble this tax collector in our daily lives? 
Practically, we must remember everyday that we deserve nothing from God except 
judgment; and we have nothing to offer him except our own unrighteousness. However, 
God has extended mercy to us, despite our sin. 

- Remembering this everyday will keep us humble like this tax collector. 



 
II. Right standing with God is given 

  
A. Holy and blameless in His sight 

 
Read it: 

Colossians 1:21-22 
“And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now 

reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and 
above reproach before him.” 
  
Talk about it: 

1. According to verse 22, what is our standing before God if we’re Christians? 
Holy and blameless and above reproach. 

2. How is this different than the way we often think of ourselves before God? 
We’re quick to beat ourselves up, thinking God is forever dissatisfied with us 
 

B. Beloved children of the King 
 

Read it: 
1 John 3:1 
“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 

God; and so we are.” 
 
Psalm 103:13 
“As a father shows compassion to his children, 
so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.” 

 
Talk about it: 

1. If we are adopted by our Heavenly Father, how does that affect the way God views us? 
A son doesn’t have to earn his father’s love, it is given. 

2. Why is it important to remember that we are God’s children? 
When we forget that God is our Father, we default to thinking of Him as only our Judge, 
constantly disapproving and never pleased with us. But when we remember that He is 
our Father, we remember that he loves us and is pleased with us, not because of who 
we are by nature, but because of what Jesus has done for us. 


